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i! I hadn't nursed him through that deadly fever I
wouldn't have suffered such manners for a single day.
Ill
JACOBUS having put me In mind of his wealthy
brother I concluded I would pay that business call at
once I had by that time heard a little more of him.
He was a member of the Council, where he made him-
self objectionable to the authorities. He exercised
a considerable influence on public opinion Lots of
people owed him money He was an importer on a
great scale of all sorts of goods. For instance, the
whole supply of bags for sugar was practically In his
hands This last fact I did not learn till afterwards
The general Impression conveyed to me was that of a
local personage He was a bachelor and gave weekly
card-parties In his house out of town, which were at-
tended by the best people In the colony.
The greater, then, was my surprise to discover his
office in shabby surroundings, quite away from the
business quarter, amongst a lot of hovels Guided by
a black board with white lettering, I climbed a narrow
wooden staircase and entered a room with a bare floor
of planks littered with bits of brown paper and wisps of
packing straw. A great number of what looked like
wine-cases were piled up against one of the walls A
lanky, inky, light-yellow, mulatto youth, miserably
long-necked and generally recalling a sick chicken, got
off a three-legged stool behind a cheap deal desk and
faced me as If gone dumb with fright. I had some
difficulty in persuading him to take in my name, though
I could not get from him the nature of his objection.
He did It at last with an almost agonised reluctance
which ceased to be mysterious to me when I heard him